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Executive Summary

I.  Occupational Therapists
Covered

1.1 The occupational therapists covered
in the 2007 HMS were occupationad
therapists registered with the Occupational
Therapists Board of Hong Kong under the
Supplementary Medical Professions
Ordinance (Chapter 359) as at the survey
reference date - 31.3.2007.

12 The number of
therapists covered was 1 213.

occupationa

1.3 Of the 1213 occupational therapists
covered, 750 had responded to the
survey, giving an overall response
rate of 61.8%. Among the respondents,
689 were economically active* ' (active) in
the local occupational therapy profession
as a 3132007 and 61 reported
to be economically inactive* * (inactive)
(Chart A).
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* In the survey, the criteria used in defining economically active / inactive followed those recommended by the International Labour
Organization, which are also being used by the Census and Statistics Department in Hong Kong.
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“employed” and “unemployed” occupational therapists. “Employed”

occupational therapists referred to those occupational therapists practising in the occupational therapy profession in Hong Kong
during the survey period, while “unemployed” occupational therapists referred to those occupational therapists who (a) were not
practising in the local occupational therapy profession during the survey period; (b) had been available for work during the seven
days before the survey; and (c) had sought work in the occupatlonal therapy professwn during the 30 days before the survey.
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f “Economically inactive” occupational therapists comprrsed the occupatronal theraprsts who were not practising in the occupational

therapy professron in Hong Kong during the survey period, but excluding those who had been on leave during the survey period and
who we conomically active” but “unemployed”.
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14 Of the 689 active occupational
therapists, five were seeking jobs and three
were waiting to take up new jobs or believed
that no work was avalable in the
occupational therapy profession during the
30 days before the survey. The survey
results presented in paragraph 1.6 below
were based on the 681 responding
occupational therapists who were practising
in the local occupational therapy profession
as at 31.3.2007. As certain questionnaires
contained missing information, percentages
presented below may not add up to 100%.

15 Of the 61 inactive occupationd
therapists, 17 reported practising overseas
and three reported practising in the
Mainland. The remaining 41 reported not
seeking job in the local occupational therapy
profession during the 30 days before the
survey (Chart A). Among the 41 inactive
occupational  therapists who  reported
not seeking job, the man reasons
reported for not seeking jobs included:
24 (585%) were working in other
professons, nine (22.0%) engaged in
household duties, and eight (19.5%) were
undertaking studies, retired, etc.

1.4 7 689 [lri?ﬁﬁi“ﬁﬁuf B DB
ﬁ;ﬁ'm 30 AP EABO %ﬁﬂ!iﬁu

=l EJE O AR EE EU] 30 - 1T SR
It X ’E’i"'ﬁrﬁ’fﬂh (= A5 28
F]J‘ﬁ"rﬁi [ERT g o N Y 5T 1.6 FEATEL
Fujnﬁ#ﬁ Al i}‘“"l 2007 # 3 k|

1 f3K 68l Er?!r?%fﬂi?ﬁ&iif Ui
i lj?gf.iim mrfr}fg[ﬁ IJEMHPJQWFFU Fi
if”ﬁ{ nff GErR T 2 N ATENAY ) PR
HIp “7 =H 100% -

1.5 + 61§ &iﬁfr (I IR
i %EW lilr ? BRI
P = 8 %rﬂ %iﬂi BR NPV 41 [[?%a
%rimﬁ;ﬁlm 30*H7‘“ "*#,Zs,g;q -
() 0y 41 8 7RG+ B ]"egm
B RHAT T [15 m FIEYE T BV BURL &
ik Ja u(585%)r M H P AR g
(22.09%) B| X % 755 1) 2 7" £(19.5%) [ 32
EF AP al|7[<ii“:‘glgl o




Chart A:
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Activity Satus of Occupational Therapists Covered
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Occupational Therapists covered
BRGNS SIS
1213

Responded Not responded
e 2 i
750 463
(61.8%) (38.2%)
Active Inactive
L2 A C eI S T AW E R (=
689 61
(91.9%) (8.1%)
Practising locally Seeking job in the Others Not seeking job Practising overseas in the Practising in the Mainland
in the occupational occupational therapy ot WEHED (B occupational therapy in the occupational therapy
therapy profession profession * 3 41 profession profession
ERS Ty (0.4%) (67.2%) A GEIIBK R AP PEIIBE R
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68 5 (27.9%) (4.9%)
(98.8%) (0.7%)
Working in other Engaged in Miscellanies
professions household duties ¥R
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24 (19.5%)
(58.5%) (22.0%)
Notes: * Figure refers to the number of responding occupational therapists who (a) were not practising in the

pj"% occupational therapy profession in Hong Kong during the survey period; (b) had been available for work during
the seven days before the survey; and (c) had sought work in the occupational therapy profession during the 30
days before the survey.
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t Figure refers to the number of responding occupational therapists who (a) were not practising in the
occupational therapy profession in Hong Kong during the survey period; (b) had been available for work during
the seven days before the survey; and (c) were waiting to take up new jobs or believed that no work was
available in the occupational therapy profession during the 30 days before the survey.
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1.6 One occupational therapist did not
indicate the sex. Among the remaining
680 active  occupational  therapists
enumerated who were practising in the
local occupational therapy profession,
193 (28.4%) were mae and 487 (71.6%)
were female, giving an overall sex ratio of
40 (males per 100 females). Apart from 17
occupational therapists who did not indicate
their age, the median age of the remaining
664  active  occupational therapists
enumerated was 34.0 years. The median
age of the active femae occupationa
therapists enumerated was 33.0 years and
that of their male counterparts was
35.0 years.

1.7 The responding occupational
therapists were requested to indicate the
characteristics of their man jobs*.
Distribution by sector showed that about
half of the active occupational therapists
enumerated were working in the Hospita
Authority (48.0%), followed by those
working in the subvented sector (35.1%), the
private sector (8.5%), the academic sector
(5.9%) and the Government (2.5%).

1.8 The median age of the occupational
therapists enumerated was 41.0 years for
those working in the Government, followed
by 35.0 years for those working in the
Hospital Authority, 31.0 years in the
academic sector, 30.0 years in the subvented
sector and 29.0 yearsin the private sector.

19 Of the 681 active occupationd
therapists enumerated, 87.7% spent most of
their working time on rehabilitation,
followed by 8.5% on administration
management, 1.6% on teaching and 1.5% on
research.
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* Main jobs referred to the jobs in which the occupational therapists had spent most of their working time.
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110 The median number of hours of
work (excluding mea breaks) per week
of the 681 active occupational therapists
enumerated was 44.0 hours. Among them,
643 (94.4%) were not required to undertake
on-call duty. 33 (4.8%) active occupational
therapists were required to undertake on-call
duty, with a median of 4.0 hours (excluding
normal duty) of on-call duty per week.

1.11 Of the 681 active occupational
therapists enumerated, 62.8%  held
Bachelor's degree and 36.1% held
Professiona Diploma as their basic
gualifications.

1.12 Of the 681 active occupational
therapists enumerated, 501 (73.6%)
received  were recelving additional
training and 180 (26.4%) did not receive any
additional training. Of the 501 active
occupational  therapists with additional
training, 27 (5.4%) had not yet completed
the additional training, 317 (63.3%) held
Master’s degree, 80 (16.0%) held Certificate
and 25 (5.0%) held Post-graduate Diploma.

113 Of the 501 active occupationa
therapists enumerated who received  or
were receiving  additional  training,
423 (84.4%) were trained in one field of
additional training. Among them, 36.9%
were trained in hedth care (occupational
therapy / rehabilitation technology), 24.6%
were trained in rehabilitation sciences
studies, 13.2% in health care management
/ hedth services management, 7.6% in
counselling, 4.7% in rehabilitation and 3.8%
in gerontology.
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1.14 Regarding Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) activities, 113 (16.6%)
of the active occupational therapists revea ed
that they did not participate in any CPD
activities in 2007 and 15 (2.2%) did not
reveal whether they had participated in CPD
activities or not. Among the 553 active
occupational therapists enumerated who had
participated in CPD activities, the
distribution of CPD credits attained in the
past 12 months was: 1 to 10 credits (26.4%),
11 to 20 credits (37.3%) and 21 to 30 credits
(17.2%).
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1. Trend Analysis

21 Comparison of findings of the 2007
HMS with those surveys before 2004 should
be cautious as the survey methodology and
reference date had been changed.

2.2 Since the enactment of the
Occupational Therapists (Registration and
Disciplinary Procedure) Regulations
(Chapter 359B) in August 1991, it is
mandatory for a person practising
occupational therapy in Hong Kong to hold
a vaid practising certificate.  Between
1992 and 2007, the number of occupational
therapists increased from 470 to 1213
(Chart B).
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Figures of the year 2000 and before refer to the number of occupational therapists registered with the Occupational
Therapists Board of Hong Kong as at the first of July of the respective years, whereas the figures of 2004, 2005, 2006
and 2007 refer to the number of registered occupational therapists as at the 31% of March of the respective years.
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2.3 Since 1982, the sex ratio (males per
100 femaes) of active occupational
therapists enumerated has been fluctuating
in the range between 39 and 58. The sex
ratio (males per 100 females) in 2007 HMS
was 40 (TableA).

24 The mean age of the active
occupational therapists enumerated increased
gradualy from 28.2 years in 1982 to 34.5
yearsin 2007.

25 From 1982 to 1990, the largest
proportion of active occupational therapists
enumerated was working in  the
Government, followed by those working in
the academic and subvented sectors, which
together employed more than 80% of all the
occupational therapists. The Hospitd
Authority has been the largest employer
since its setup in 1991, and the proportion
working in the Government decreased to
less than 5%. The proportion working in
the academic and subvented sectors
increased from 16.5% in 1982 to 41.0% in
2007 (TableA).
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TableA: Selected Characteristicsof Active Occupational Therapists Enumerated
(1982, 1984, 1987, 1990, 1992, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007)

* P $§%ﬁ$mﬁ&?$§5§fiﬁﬁ&ﬁmﬁﬁﬁzgggﬁﬁ%b 1984 & ~ 1987 ¥ ~ 1990 &F ~ 1992 & -
1996 & ~ 2000 F ~ 2004 F ~ 2005 & ~ 2006 & T 2007 &)

Characteristics Year i {5}
#lf%r 1982 | 1984 | 1987 | 1990 | 1992 | 1996 | 2000 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
A. Occupational Therapists
Cover eq* ] - - - - 470 674 774 1056 | 1120 | 1168 | 1213
SR E B VR
B. Active Occupational
Therapists Enumerated
SR BB R
Number Enumer aled 97 141 234 300 362 490 648 666 738 796 681
RERIT * 5
Sex T}
Mae & 27 49 75 100 133 166 214 211 231 237 193
Femade & |4 70 92 159 200 229 324 434 455 503 559 487
Unknown TF%F N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 4 N.A. 1
Sex Ratio (males per 100
females)
R —Fe ¥ [EfOp I 39 53 47 50 58 51 49 46 46 42 40
M
Mean Age 2" 15 ¢ 28.2 27.8 28.0 29.2 28.6 29.8 32.0 338 329 341 345
Sector of Work'
= lepRE
Government [T 67 % 125 | 149 8 17 27 28 25 28 17
(69.1%) | (66.7%) | (53.4%) | (49.7%) | (2.2%) | (3.5%) | (4.2%) | (4.2%) | (3.4%) | (3.5%) | (2.5%)
Hospital Authority %Bﬁé‘ﬁf‘fi' i N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 214 349 395 361 358 367 327
(59.1%) | (71.2%) | (61.0%) | (54.2%) | (48.5%) | (46.1%) | (48.0%)
Private % 55 14 23 2 11 19 31 103 31 45 75 58
(14.4%) | (16.3%) | (0.9%) | (3.7%) | (5.2%) | (6.3%) |(15.9%)| (4.7%) | (6.1%) | (9.4%) | (8.5%)
Academic & Subvented 16 24 107 140 121 93 123 244 309 317 279
e (16.5%) | (17.0%) | (45.7%) | (46.6%) | (33.5%) | (19.0%) | (19.0%) | (36.6%) | (41.9%) | (39.8%) | (41.0%)
Unknown TF%F N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 2 1 9 N.A.
(0.3%) | (0.1%) | (1.1%)

Notes :

*

Figures of the year 2000 and before refer to the number of occupational therapists registered with the Occupational Therapists Board of
Hong Kong as at the first of July of the respective years, whereas the figures of 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 refer to the number of
reglstered occupational theraplsts as at the 31" of March of the respectlve years.
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