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Summary of the Characteristics of Occupational Therapists Enumer ated
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1.1 The occupational therapists covered 1.1 2004 = [k et g b ﬁ’iﬁgﬁf
in the 2004 HMS were occupational %Ffrﬁ EANECE 81 NE"{HF fd”% i ?Fﬁﬁ
therapists registered with the Occupational Q €l 12004 % 34 31 E')“ftiL ()
Therapists Board of Hong Kong under the #1710 (9% 359 j{") R ?Hfﬁii
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Ordinance (Chapter 359) as at the survey
reference date - 31.3.2004.

1.2 The number of occupationa L2 A g BOROOE ROyt B
therapists covered was 1 056. 1056 £ -

1.3  Of the 1 056 registered occupational 1.3 Akt A TR s v 1056 7 :, - 2
therapists covered, 729 had responded to the %UL A Ep 729 ul"EHi[ﬂ'% B s
Survey, giving an overall response rate of 1 69.0% ¢ ri [H' B Ty 682 EIBH
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occupational therapy professon as at f%%}tg ‘f ﬁ; q;ﬁ*gwt'fw;)(@ig +
31.3.2004 whereas 46 reported to be q;;gi il e ttu“%: {,jqi s -
economicaly inactive*  in the local ,“JE( q{ R T el
occupational therapy profession (Chart A). FAEINR

The terms “active” and “inactive” were

thereafter referred to “economically active”

and “economically inactive” respectively.

* In the Survey, the criteria used in defining economically active and inactive followed those recommended by the International
Labour Organlzatlon which are also being used by the Census and Statistics Department in Hong Kong.
R R 1P Y RN R N 0 ) 0 39 % BB R R L R T R R
# -

“Economically active” occupational therapists comprised all “employed” and “unemployed” occupational therapists. The “employed”
occupational therapists referred to those occupational therapists practising in the occupational therapy profession in Hong Kong during
the Survey period, while the “unemployed” occupational therapists referred to those occupational therapists who (a) were not
practising in the local occupational therapy profession during the Survey period; and (b) had sought work in the local occupational
therapy profession during the 30 days before the Survey; and (c) had been available for work during the seven days before the Survey.
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“Economically inactive” occupational therapists comprised the occupational therapists who were not practising in the occupational
therapy profession in Hong Kong during the Survey period, but excluding those who had been on leave during the Survey period and
who were “unemployed”.
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14 Of the 682 active occupational
therapists, 16 were seeking jobs in the local
occupational therapy profession. The
survey results presented in paragraph 1.6
below were based on the 666 occupational
therapists practisng in the locd
occupational therapy profession as at
31.3.2004. As certain questionnaires
contained missing information, percentages
presented below may not add up to 100%.

15 Of the 46 inactive occupationa
therapists, 11 reported practising overseas
and 28 reported not practising in the
occupational therapy profession in Hong
Kong and not seeking job in the
occupational therapy profession during the
30 days before the Survey (ChartA).
Further analysis showed that among the 28
inactive occupational therapists, 64.3%
reported working in other professions,
25.0% reported being engaged in household
duties and the remaining 10.7% reported
undertaking studies.
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Chart A: Activity Satusof Occupational Therapists Covered
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Notes: * Figure refers to the number of responded occupational therapists who (a) were not practising in the occupational
ﬁﬂ-%ﬁ therapy profession in Hong Kong during the Survey period; and (b) had sought work in the local occupational therapy
profession during the 30 days before the Survey; and (c) had been available for work during the seven days before the
Surve
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1t Figure refers to the number of responded occupational therapists who (a) were not practising in the occupational
therapy profession in Hong Kong during the Survey period; and (b) had sought work in the local occupational therapy
profession during the 30 days before the Survey; but (c)_ were not available for work during the seven days before the
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1.6 Among the 666 active occupational
therapists enumerated, 211 (31.7%) were
male and 455 (68.3%) were female, giving
an overall sex ratio of 46 (males per 100
females). Apart from nine occupational
therapists who did not indicate their age, the
median age of 657 active occupational
therapists enumerated was 33.0 years old.
The median age of the female occupational
therapists enumerated was 33.0 years old
and that for their male counterparts was 34.0
yearsold.

1.7 In the 2004 HMS, the occupationa
therapists were requested to indicate the
characteristics of their main jobs and second
jobs*, if any. Regarding the main job, the
distribution by sector showed that about half
were  working in  the  Hospita
Authority (54.2%) and 32.0% in the
subvented sector (32.0%), followed by the
private or academic sector (4.7% for each)
and the Government (4.2%).

1.8 Analysed by sector for the main job,
the median age of the active occupationa
therapists enumerated working in the
Government was 36.0 years old, followed by
the Hospital Authority and the subvented
sector (33.0 years old for each), the private
sector (31.5 years old) and the academic
sector (30.0 yearsold).
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* Main jobs referred to the jobs in which the occupational therapists had spent most of their working time, whereas the second jobs

could be part-time jobs.
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19 Anaysed by the highest percentage
of time spent on the area of work of the
main job found that 90.1% (600) of the 666
active occupational therapists spent most of
their working time on rehabilitation,
followed by administration / management
5.1% (34) and teaching / education 3.8% (25).

1.10 The median number of hours of work
(excluding meal breaks) per week of the 666
active occupational therapists enumerated
was 44.0 hours, while 32 (4.8%) active
occupational therapists enumerated were
required to undertake on-call duty in their
posts. Their median number of hours of
on-call duty (excluding norma duty) per
week amounted to 5.0 hours. Among the
666 active occupational therapists enumerated,
13 (2.0%) reported that they had had second
jobs.

1.11 Among the 666 active occupational
therapists enumerated, 663 (99.5%) were
found to have obtained relevant basic
qualifications in the professon and three
(0.5%) did not disclose such information.
Further analysis showed that most of the
active occupational therapists enumerated
held Bachelor’s degree (54.7%) and 39.2%
held Professional Diploma as their basic
qualifications.
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112 Of the 666 active occupational
therapists enumerated, 435 (65.3%) received
or were receiving additional training, 211
(31.7%) did not receive additional training,
and 20 (3.0%) did not reveal whether
received additional training or not.  Further
analysis showed that of the 435 active
occupational therapists enumerated with
additional training, 48.0% were mainly
trained / being trained in heath care
(occupational  therapy / rehabilitation),
followed by rehabilitation sciences / studies
(21.6%), health care management / health
services management (8.5%), gerontology
(6.0%) and counselling (4.4%) (Chart B).
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Chart B :
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1.13 Of the 435 active occupational
therapists enumerated with additional
training, 54.3% held Master's degree as
their highest level of additional
qualification obtained, followed by
Certificate (17.0%), Post-graduate diploma
(5.3%), Diploma / Associate diploma and
Bachelor’s degree (same for 3.7%).
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1.14 Regarding Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) activities, 22 (3.3%)
of the active occupational therapists
revealed that they did not participate in any
CPD activities in 2004. The number of
CPD hours attained in the past 12 months
by the 637 active occupational therapists
enumerated was. 30 hours or above (37.4%),
ten to 19 hours (25.7%), 20 to 29 hours
(18.7%) and less than ten hours (18.2%).

II. Trend Analysis

21 With the enactment of the
Occupational Therapists (Registration and
Disciplinary  Procedure) Regulation in
August 1991, it has been mandatory for a
person practising occupationa therapy in
Hong Kong to hold a valid practising
certificate. Between 1992 and 2004, the
number of occupational therapists had
increased from 470 in the 1992 HMS to 774
in the 2000 HM S and further to 1 056 in the
2004 HMS.  However, comparison of
findings with those of previous surveys
should be cautious as the survey
methodology and reference date of the 2004
HMS had been changed (Chart C).

1.14 ’E jii]

ia‘iaﬁuiﬁaﬁ 22 %
(33%)¢ S E
‘E

Hr%n i 2004 F g

t ;z‘f'i = i Fig 1&} S IR (IE‘I*J —fii/‘
637 e ﬁjt _’? fj(?gﬁpui%ﬁ%ﬁii |V
HF [15 ri;{é}, 12 T ]EIJE BT, 38

Eﬁw | -(37. %) 10 = 19 Jﬁsj(257% ,
20 = 29 | [ (18.7%) & P10 7] I [ (18.2%)-

1. @5k

2.1 11991 = 8 <<E%§.§1F G R
%E'HUENIEW)%J UJL:&’F?E ok A
EoE I St [ﬁ ) ‘u FI}SJE*J* ifuiﬁiﬂ
P - 19 23 Z 2004 F HIRE > T ¥ 37
Hpy & Beph 1992 & Gk FR S [ﬁ”r |EH
470 ¢ > = = 2000 =F FkF gﬁ [”'"Tr% iN]
774 £ > E| T 2004 =Gk FEH ,Eﬁﬁlﬁﬁi
1056 & = Ryhy > [ 2004 & Fr R | AR S
gﬂjzibgﬁgygum;@ Fkrt:l‘ mﬁ%%ﬁ
A N PR R R (T




Chart C: Number of Occupational Therapists Covered by Year (1992, 1996, 2000

and 2004)
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Figures refer to the number of occupational therapists registered with the Occupational Therapists Board of Hong Kong as at the first of July of the

ﬁ—}‘ = respective years, whereastheflgure of 2004 refersto that as at 31.3.2004.
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fluctuating in the range between 39 (males
per 100 females) and 58 (males per 100
females). The ratio in the 2004 HMS was
46 (males per 100 females) (TableA).

23 The mean age of the active
occupational therapists enumerated
increased gradually from 28.2 years old in
the 1982 HMS to 33.8 years old in the 2004
HMS.
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2.4 From 1982 to 1990, the Government
accounted for the largest proportion of
active occupationa therapists enumerated,
followed by the academic and subvented
sectors, which together employed more than
80% of the occupational therapists. The
Hospital Authority has been the largest
employer since its setup in 1991, whilst the
proportion of the Government decreased to
less than 5%. The proportion of the
private, academic and subvented sectors had
been fluctuating between the 1982 HM S and
the 2004 HMS (TableA).
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TableA: Selected Characteristics of Active Occupational Therapists Enumerated
(1982, 1984, 1987, 1990, 1992, 1996, 2000 and 2004)

e AR .&%ﬁiig}@ﬁﬂﬁ@%@ﬁwﬁ ~ 1984 & ~ 1987 & ~ 1990 & »

1992 & ~ 1996 &F ~ 2000 F & 2004 )
Year & [}
Characteristics F & 1982 1984 1987 1990 1992 1996 2000 2004
A. Occupational Therapists ) i ) i 470 674 774 1 056
Covered
Bt VTS MR
B.Active Occupational Therapists
Enumerated 97 141 234 300 362 490 648 666
R BB R
Number enumer ated H’\i%&lﬁ Mg
Sex TEH|
Mae % 27 49 75 100 133 166 214 211
Female ¢ |t 70 o2 159 200 229 324 434 455
Sex ratio (males per 100 females)
RIS DFE s 8| 39 53 47 50 58 51 49 46
Mean age = 55 g 28.2 27.8 28.0 29.2 28.6 29.8 32.0 33.8

Sector of work = [EHREEET T
Government (/i 67 94 125 149 8 17 27 28
(69.1%) (66.7%) (534%) (49.7%) (22%) (35%) (4.2%) (4.2%)

Hospital Authority {5 i =E! b N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 214 349 395 361
(59.1%) (71.2%) (61.0%) (54.2%)
Private 7 £ PE§H] 14 23 2 1 19 31 103 31

(14.4%) (163%) (0.9%) (3.7%) (5.2%) (6.3%) (15.9%) (4.7%)

Academic & Subvented
R ?F‘?ﬂ&%ﬁ 16 24 107 140 121 93 123 244
(16.5%) (17.0%) (45.7%) (46.6%) (33.5%) (19.0%) (19.0%) (36.6%)

Unknown TF%F N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 2
(0.3%)

Notes : * Figures refer to the number of occupational therapists registered with the Occupational Therapists Board of Hong Kong as
%U’&“: at the first of July of the respective years, whereas the figure of 2004 reifers @o that as at ,31'3'2004' ]
EY R AR G 7 DL P S I OG RV E ) PR ROORT - S [y 2004 F g flE A
2004 3] 3L F1 g PR R 6
T In 2004, the sector refers to the sector of main job.
% 2004 G A [ SRS AR TR 2 R PR AR PO TR -
There may be slight discrepancy between the sum of individual items and the total due to rounding.
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N.A. Not applicable 7 3™
Not available 2 tJ ﬂlrs,}ﬁ@'rﬂ’
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